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UPCOMING
conrerences  ~ Amana Conference Wrap -Up

2015

Pleasant Hill, KY
October 1 -3, 2015

After eighteen years, the
Communal Studies Associa-
tion returned to Amana,
lowa for our forty-first annu-
al conference, October41,
2014. The Amana Heritage
Society and the Amana
Church Society were hon-
ored to welcome conference
participants to help celebrate
the 300 year anniversary of
the founding of the Commu-
nity of True Inspiration
(Amana Church).
Conference venues included

2016

Salt Lake City, UT
October 6 -9, 2016

2017

Zoar, OH
Sept. 29-Oct. 1, 2017

2018
Bishop Hill, IL
Date TBD

Emilie Hoppe addresses at-
tendees at the opening session
at the Amana Church.

the Amana Heritage Muse-
um, the Amana church build-
ing (one of the largest com-
munal meeting halls in Amer-
ica), the Amanawoolen mill,

Wé’%me of Amana's well
o NB émoéN estaurants. Tours of
thec urc% cemetery, indus-
trial buildings, and more ac-
quainted participants with
both the cultural and natural
9 ¢ Seritage of the Amanas.

We thank Jonathan Andel-
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I {! g NR c . yy $um Program Chair, and his
committee for creating an
. exciting conference. Many
bSég 221 T

presentations focused on the
program theme of "Form
Follows Faith: the influence
of belief on the architecture

ed Bishop Hill, Illinois, the site
of the Swedish Pietist commu-
nal society of Erik Janson.
The tour included several
historic buildings just recently
renovated and opened to the
public. On Thursday October
9 we traveled to Fairfield,
lowa, home to the Maharishi
University Sustainability Cen-
ter, Abundant Ecovillage, and
tﬁe planne(fcommunlty of
Vedic City.

Larry Foster leads folk dancing
at the Woolen Mill after Friday

nightdés dinner and
and crafts of American Commu-
nal Societies."

The Amana Heritage Museum |
mounted two special exhibits
during the conference. "300
Years of the Printed Word: the
History of the Amana Church
through Print" featured numer-
ous publications, photographs
and documents that trace the
evolution of the community.
"Telephones in Communal Ama-
na" displayed telephones,
switchboards and other hard-
ware, some manufactured in
Amana, which demonstrates the
quick adoption of new technolo-
gy by the Amana colonists.

Two pre-conference tours
gave conference attendees the
opportunity to visit other inter-
esting sites in the area. On
Wednesday October 8, we visit-

Conferees enjoyed a tradition-
al Amana meal on Saturday
prepared by the Amana

Churchos
by Peter Hoehnle.

y okRhotdbs gr oup

Many Amana residents at-
tended conference sessions
and the community was excit-
ed to have the Communal
Studies Association share in
the commemoration of the
founding of the Amana
Church

See
Page 2
for information
about
the 2015
Conference at
Pleasant Hill, KY

Josh Lockyer of Arkansas Tech
University at a session at the
Amana Church.
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A MESSAGE FROM

President
Denise Seachrist

Happy New Year, dear members
of the CSA! | hope that all of you
had a most wonderful holiday sea-
son and are looking forward to all
the possibilities that 2015 brings.

It is both an honor and privilege to
be serving as the president of the
Communal Studies Association.
My thanks to all of you who helped
make our 2014 conference such a
success. After an eightegear
hiatus, it was delightful to return
to Amana and help celebrate the
300 year anniversary of the found-
ing of the Community of True
Inspiration (Amana Church). Con-
gratulations toJonathan Andel-
son, program chair, and his com-
mittee for their efforts in crafting
such a fine program. | extend spe-
cial thanks to two CSA board
members for their tireless efforts
working behind the scenes before,
during, and after our visit; treasur-
er Lanny Haldy and past presi-
dentPeter Hoehnle kept things
running smoothly. (And | have it
on good authority that they are
still speaking to one another!)

In assuming the leadership of this
organization, | have been reflecting
on just how very special the CSA
is. We are fortunate to have
board members who are dedicated
and caring. Each brings enthusiasm
and good humor to the meetings.
Each is willing to serve this group
to the very best of his or her abil-
ity. Our conferences, journal,
newsletter, and website can serve
as models for best practices for
other organizations. Our strength
lies in a membership that is both
academic and communal. All are
welcome, and the relationships and
friendshipg both old and newd
resulting from our interactions

make each of us better as a conse-
quence.

2015 brings some other transi-
tions within the CSA. After sever-
al years serving ably as our journal
editor, Peter Hoehnle will be
handing the reins to associate edi-
tor Carol Medlicott , and
Heather Van Wormer  will join
Josh Fleer as our two associate
editors. Additionally, after many
years as serving as our book re-
view editor,Ruth Lambach will
be stepping down from those du-
ties. Susan Love Brown will be
taking over that role from Ruth.
These transitions will occur follow-
ing the publication of the Fall 2014
issue, which is due soon.

On the Board, Peter will be serv-
ing as paspresident, andviarc
Rhorer has been elected our vice
president. Marc also has graciously
agreed to assume the editorial
duties of the newsletter. Finally, |
am pleased to announce that
Thomas A. Guiler Il , a graduate
student at Syracuse University, will
be joining the board. Yet, with all
these transitions, it pleases me
greatly that our CSA executive
director, Kathy Fernandez ,
remains a constant for our organi-
zation. | know | speak for many in
stating that it was such a great
moment to see Kathy recognized
for her tireless contributions to
the CSA with thi
guished Service Award. Congratu-
lations, Kathy!

In closing, | believe a goal all of
us should have in the coming years
is to work toward increasing our
membership. | look forward to
hearing your ideas about how to
grow our ranks. New members
bring new ideas and perspectives
to a group; new members bring
new energy and vitality. Let all of
us work toward sharing our com-
mitment and enthusiasm with oth-
ers who benefit
with us!

Warmest regards,

Denise

2015 CSA Conference at the
Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill

This year the annual conference of
the Communal Studies Association
will be held at the Shaker Village of
Pleasant Hill, Kentucky. The relative-
ly central location, approximately
400 miles east of the mean center of
the US population, should ease
transportation and access for many.
At Pleasant Hill, whose slogan is,
"We make you kindly welcome,"
CSA members will find hospitable
surroundings conducive to produc-
tive discussions of community and
the renewal of friendships alike.

Strategically located near the Ken-
tucky River on the edge of the
famed Bluegrass region, Pleasant
Hill's location was in the midst of

N

Shakers at the West Family

Dwelling at Plesant Hill circa
S 1¢gear 0s Di st

religious revivals when Shaker mis-
sionaries first arrived there in 1806.
The missionariesd
toric frontier settlement of Shawnee
Run led to the establishment of the
Shaker village of Pleasant Hill. By
the 1820s, Pleasant Hill was one of
the largest Shaker communities in
America and the village played an
integral role in the religious move-
ment.
Pleasant Hill Shaker Village is ap-
b proxith &ty Miled sBudhvest of
Lexington, Kentucky. Lodging and
meals will be provided in original
Shaker structures of the village. Our
accommodations will be within the
fifteen beautifully restored buildings
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Continued on page 3
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FROMYOUR CSA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

printed materials, film, audio tapes

and/or photographs.

Institutions, be they historic or
current, would apply online via our
website for a $2,000 stipend to
make all or part of their manuscript
collection permanently accessible to
scholars through the Internet. The
online application process is still
under discussion, but applicants
would have to have a budget, a time-
line and demonstrate their under-
standing of the process of digitiza-

d. tion involved. Applicants would

' have to have a federal tax ID num-
ber. After completion of the digiti-
zation, groups will be encouraged to
present an overview of the digital
materials at a CSA conference.

So, be on the lookout for the an-
nouncement late this spring of the
CSAGs newest
Collections grant.

i Kathy Fernandez

As you have read elsewhere in
this newsletter, the CSA has long
sponsored awards of all sorts, an
for the last few years, has funded a
Research Fellowship, where indi-
viduals receive a $1200 stipend to
research a communal topic, with
the resulting research presented at
a CSA conference.

However, the Fellowship is for
an individual scholar, not a group.
At its last two meetings, the CSA
board has been discussing how we
might help the other part of the
equation, historic communaitesd
those entities that preserve the
heritage of communal groups and
host our yearly conferences. A
subcommittee of theyPresident
Peter Hoehnle, Past President
Christian Goodwillie, Board mem-
bers Carol Medlicott, Holly Folk,
Laura Kohl, and myself met via
video conference last summer.
After some discussion, we
thought: why limit our help to
historic sitesd we could include
current ones as well. We knew
we could not grant a large amount
of money, so what could we fund
that woul dnodt

also help our members as well as 1,501 and the author of the book. It

the site? We decided that helping s searchable Using the Adobe Acro-
to preserve OHI dl:?ja?tn &0 rl

of manuscripts would be our aim. This index has been a lotigne

oHi ddeno coll ect L8 0&§ovedr fymdndwbrsar!

defined one that has not been cat- ;
, gent, and the CSA thanks him for
aloged, processed, or accessioned,  510ying us to post it on our site. It

Iefa}vmg researchers e'trl')elr unaware vij| e updated as new issues of the
of its existence or not able to ac- o, rmal appear.

cess it through the Internet. Such
collections could be manuscripts,

CSA Journal Author/
Title Index Available

Thanks to the generosity of mem-
ber Lyman Tower Sargent, an index
of the authors and titles of all 34
vol umes of
munal Societiessnow available on
our website as a PDF. Included also
are all book reviews, baoth by the
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Pleasant Hill Conference 2015
Continued from page 2

spread throughout Shaker Village. Most
rooms feature relaxing rocking chairs
and quiet sitting areas and all are fur-
nished with reproduction Shaker furni-
ture. Pleasant Hill is known throughout
the region for its unparalleled architec-
tural charm, its restored agricultural
landscape, and its natural vistas. In
addition to enjoying the historic Shaker
buildings, attendees will be able to take
in the network of nature trails, afford-
ing wildlife viewing and bird watching in
the early autumn weather.

Pleasant Hill is easily accessible from
several regional airports. The closest
airport is Lexington, Kentucky (LEX),
approximately 35 minutes away via U.S.
68. The Louisville, Kentucky airport
(SDF) is somewhat farther to the
northwest, about 1 hour and 15
minutes away via U.S. 127 argBl
Another option is the Northern Ken-

awar dyckyfcchnali dirfoft €0G), which

is approximately 1 hour and 40
minutes north of the village, via U.S. 68
and +75. Specific driving directions
from these airports will be provided in
conference registration information
later this year.

Our 2015 conference theme is
"Marking the Land: How Intentional
Communities Shape Their Surrounding
Physical and Social Landscapes." By
concentrating on the geographic im-
pacts, the meeting theme is open to
various topics applicable to community
and place. The Shakers at Pleasant Hill
actively shaped a landscape that was
ewhat di&t' cﬁf‘[ﬂo“n the physical
o) alqan scapes of the surround-
ing region, making the Shaker village a
Kentucky showpiece. Intentional com-

€ 0 Suthor &f the rQvlew. th@tid of tHe0 U Imginities make their mark on the places

they inhabit. That mark might be in the
physical transformation of the land-
scape that sustains the community. It

might be the design or transformation

| yof the structures that shelter the com-

munity. Or it might be the creation or
reorganization of a distinct social land-
scape. Landscape transformation lies
close to the heart of the communal
impulse.

Over the years, the Pleasant Hill

continued on page 6
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COMMUNAL NEWS

The Fellowship for Inten-
tional Community announces
that nominations are now open
for the 2016 Kozeny Commu-
nitarian Award . This honors the
indomitable spirit of Geoph
Kozeny, who devoted his adult life
to creating community in the

world. This Award is intended to
celebrate the accomplishments of
a person or organization in one or
more of the following waysNet-
worker (strengthening relation-
ships between two or more or-
ganizations)yledia Relations
(representing intentional commu-
nities to the press or writing and/
or speaking successfully about
community);Good Neighbor
(helping communities cope with
major challengesy;ommunity
Builder (helping fledgling commu-
nities find successyreating
Community in Place (helping
existing organizations find a great-
er sense of community;ooper-
ative Leadership (providing ex-
emplary leadership); artgistori-
an/Preservationist .

Anyone may submit nominations
for this award. The nomination
deadline is April 1. Nominees
may not be current FIC board
members, committee volunteers
or paid staff. Nominators should
submit a letter outlining the nomi-
needs
links) for any of the above accom-
plishments, plus contact infor-
mation for both the nominee and
nominator. Send this or any ques-
tions to Laird Schaub,
laird@ic.org. A decision will be
made at the FIC board meeting in
May.

qualificati

Utopia and the End of the City
Is the them for theEuropean
Ut opi an Studi
2015 conference.

As its physical and social limits
expand, the city can seem endless,
intruding into every aspect of glob-
al life. And the voracious growth
of the urban also invites us to fe
examine the meanings of the natu-
ral beyond citycountry and nature
-culture binaries. Utopian studies
offers a wealth of approaches for
thinking and rethinking the dilem-
mas and desires of an urban age,
for exploring what is next for or
after - the city.

The 2015 18 Annual Interna-
tional Conference of the European
Utopian Studeis Society, July1
2015 at Newcastle University, U.
K., is dedicated to exploring these
issues and their relationship to
utopian thought, theory and prac-
tice. NewcastleUpon-Tyne in the
Northeast of England is uniquely
situated to consider the city and its
end(s) .
which pass through Newcastle,
demarcated the limit of the Roman
Empire and apparent civilization, an
idea that continues to shape con-
ceptions of inclusion and exclusion
in Britain and elsewhere. Particu-
larly encouraged are proposals
relating to this theme, but they
welcome proposals on any other
aspect of the utopian tradition in
its broadest sense from all fields of
research and practice. Closing
date for paper and closed panel
proposals, and posters March 1
2015. Please send all proposals
and correspondence tatopi-
an.studies@newcastle.ac.uk
ons (isqa<cduding

A b ICongmurty Life in
Fi n d h about this community
in Scotland has been created by
Graham Meltzer. It's written from
a personal perspective but contains
interpretation and analysis to ap-
peal to academics. The address iis

http://
findhornblog.wordpress.com/
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Communities Magazine is
seeking articles about: creating
gommunity In your pejghkorhood
starting a new community; process
and communication issues in com-

munity; and seeking community to
join.

Suggested submission length is
from 300 to 2500 words. They
invite submissions ranging from
short vignettes to extensively
developed articles, and also seek
suggestions of recommended re-
sources and article leads. Articles
shyld pqwritteryin.ageager, | p
friendly, populaimagazine style.
Check www.ic.org/submissioits-
communitiesmagazine for Writ-
ers' Guidelines-and let them
know your article idea so that they
can give feedback on how it may fit
into Communitie€ontact Chris
Roth ateditor@ic.org To submit
photos, please check www.ic.org/
submissiongo-communities
magazine or contact Yulia Zarubi-

na atlayout@ic.orgfor Photo

Guidelines.

Communiqué, the Newsletter of

WI NTER

of

The Communal Studies Association,

P. O. Box 122, Amana, |IA 52208,
info@communalstudies.org,
www.communalstudies.org
Send news iitems to Editor Mar

Rhorernnrhorer@fau.edu
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